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Obras / Works 
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Faith  
2018 
Wood fibreboard  
91 x 28 x 29 cm 
Edition of 3 
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BELIEF 
2015 
Wood paint 
120 x 40 x 30 cm 
Unique piece 
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Have This One On Me 
2015 
Wood 
289 x 79 x 79 cm 
 
 
“Have This One On Me" is a replica of a 'Cookie' bomb, a high capacity bomb used by the British air force during 
World War II. The sculpture and hangs from the ceiling next to the video work "South of Heaven". The bomb also 
appears in the video, where it’s being dropped from a Lancaster Bomber. The video projection measures 9 meters 
wide which makes the miniature model  landscape appear as in natural size. 
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South Of Heaven 
2014 
HD video with sound 
Link to video: http://vimeo.com/105573827 
 
 
The video “South Of Heaven” is based on the painting "Monastery Graveyard in the Snow" by German Romantic 
painter Caspar David Friedrich (1774-1840). The painting was destroyed in 1945 during the Allied bombing of Berlin 
during World War II. The only remaining evidence of the painting is a black and white photograph. Bernstrup have 
recreated the painting's motif in the form of a miniature model, which becomes the scene of the video. The video 
becomes a like a memory of the fictional place that once the painting depicted as well as a reminder that man's 
dreams of idealized worlds again and again ends with death and destruction. 
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The exhibition's “South of Heaven” also included a series of watercolor paintings of Lancaster planes, one of the 
heavy bombers that were used during the intensive bombing of Germany during World War II. 

Lancaster & Predator series 
2014 
Watercolour 
35,4 x 44,8 cm c.u. each 
Unique piece 
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Oxygen 
 2012 
Cardboard, wood, paint, motor, colored light.  
210 x 210 x 100 cm. 
 
The sculpture Oxygen is a replica of an industrial fan from the computer game Portal 2, fitted into one of walls of 
Uppsala Art Museum rotating slowly to a heavy fan noise. The fan measuring 2 meters in diameter seems to be 
made of rusty metal, but in fact it is built out of lightweight cardboard patinated and painted to give us an illusion. 
The fan is lit from behind by a shaft of green fluorescent light. From the exhibition “Sing My Body Electric”, 
Uppsala Konstmuseum. 
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HOPE 
2012 
Cardboard, wood, acrylic paint 
700 x 250 x 40 cm  
 
Here's a wink to, and a paraphrasing of the American pop artist Robert Indiana’s art, or rather sculptural poems. His 
works often consist of numbers or short words like EAT, HUG and LOVE. Sometimes he used a symbolic color 
language where different colors represent different stages of human life. The colors Bernstrup has used in the 
sculpture are the same Robert Indiana used as symbols of life's final stages, decay and death. There are also 
references to existing buildings in the world, such as AT & T Building in Manhattan, the world's first bomb-proof 
skyscraper, Lloyds Building in London, Centre Pompidou in Paris.  
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PROMISE 
2012 
Wood, cardboard, paint. 
40 x 40 x 178 cm 
Permanently installed at Bonnierhuset, Stockholm.  
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Friktioner  
2012 
Performance at Uppsala Konsert Kongress 
Organized by SU-EN Butoh Company & Uppsala konstmuseum 

c/ Mallorca, 205 
08036 Barcelona 
T. (+34) 93 451 0064 
info@adngaleria.com 
http://www.adngaleria.com 



Heels  
2011 
Plaster, natural size 
Edition of 5  
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Sing My Body Electric 
2011 
Gouache on paper  
198 x 130 cm 
Unique piece 
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Life Size Costume Painting (Riche) 
2011 
Gouache on paper  
198 x 130 cm 
Unique piece 
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White on Black (3) 
2011 
Gouache on paper  
51 x 38 cm 
Unique piece 
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Body 5 Arrives 
2010 
Performance at Galería Roca, Barcelona. Organized by ADN Galería 
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Walking Ego (Body 5) 
2010 
DVD  
Edition of 5 
 
 
In 'Walking Ego (Body 5)', we see Bernstrup's digital alter ego, dressed in a robotic costume, with exposed breasts, 
walking endlessly towards the viewer. The animation is made by modifying the famous video game Half-Life2 and 
using its tools for character animation in order to create an avatar textured with the artist's face and performance 
outfit. Bernstrup's musical performances and animations have since many years addressed issues on gender, 
sexuality, reality, fiction, the production of desire and the sexual fetishisation of dreams through drag and 
melancholic synth-disco. 'Walking Ego (Body 5)' extends the artist's previous work as the body that appears has 
further transformed away from clear gender categories and become more queer. Bernstrup's art/drag 
performances have also reached a more abstracted, symbolic stage, and drifted away from addressing trans-
gender and 'real' life to more fictive, hybrid references. 
 
 
Catalogue text by Jesper Nordahl from the exhibition New Gravity at NCCA, Moscow  
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No Soul For Sale  
2010 
Performance at Tate Modern, London. Curated by Maurizio Cattelan 
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Flesh & Black PVC Monochromes 
2010 
PVC stretched on frames  
49 x 49 x 4 cm 
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Body 5 Arrives 
2010 
Fiber glass, mixed media  
180 x 90 x 35 cm 
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Performance at Badischer Kunstverein 
2008 
DVD, 4:35 min.  
Music by T. Bernstrup  
Edition of 5 
 
 
Filmed during Tobias Bernstrup's performance at Badischer Kunstverein, Karlsruhe February 15th 2008. In the 
video Bernstrup is performing his song 'Enemies Of The Earth' dressed shiny latex and makeup accompagnied by 
theatrical smoke and animated stage visuals inspired by early computer animation effects as seen in the classical 
sci-fi movie TRON. The video was produced in collaboration with Badischer Kunstverein. The performance took 
place during the opening night of the exhibition 'Pop! Goes The Weasel' curated by Anja Casser. 



A Night With K48 
2007 
Performance at The Kitchen, New York. Organized by Scott Hug/K48 
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Shanghai Cosplay 
2006 
DV-Cam/DVD 4:3, Dur. 6:15 min. Music by T. Bernstrup  
Edition of 5 
Performance at Shanghai Duolun MoMA.  
 
Filmed during Tobias Bernstrup's performance at Shanghai Duolun MoMA, October 27th 2006. In the video 
Bernstrup is performing his song 'The Sniper' dressed as a praying mantis and flanked by the local Cosplay group 
SkyWaterTown. The performance took place during the opening night of Bernstrup's solo exhibition 'Mantis City' 
at the museum curated by Biljana Ciric. CosPlay (from Costume Play) started as a Japanese subculture where 
participants dressed up as manga, anime or video game characters. It is nowadays a world wide spread cultural 
phenonema. 
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Killing Spree 
2006 
DVD 16:9, Dur. 14:36 min. Music by T. Bernstrup  
Edition of 5  
Performance at Debaser Stockholm. Organized by Andréhn-Schiptjenko 
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Mantis City 
2006 
HDV/DVD 16:9, Dur. 12:58 min. Music by T. Bernstrup  
Edition of 5 
 
 
Tobias Bernstrup adopts the language and low-tech special FX techniques of early science fiction movies such 
as; Godzilla, Mothra and King Kong. Set in a 1:1000 scale model over Shanghai's futuristic skyline we see two giant 
praying mantids fighting each other and climbing the Oriental Pearl and Jin Mao towers. The dramatic lighting of 
the video recalls an atmosphere from Fritz Lang's Metropolis (1927) and Carol Reed's 'The Third Man' (1949). Like in 
several of Bernstrup's earlier works, he raises questions about physical representation, how reality mimics fiction 
and vice versa in a world where the border between fiction and reality is getting more and more blurred. 
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Mantis City (Production stills) 
2006 
C-Print mounted on plexi glass  
100 x 75 cm  
Edition of 4  
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Biografía / Biography 
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TOBIAS BERNSTRUP (Gothenburg-Sweden, 1970) 

 

 

L'obra de Tobias Bernstrup utilitza el cos com element principal d'expressió, contribuint a la seva redefinició crítica i 
presentant identitats mutades i híbrides. L'ús de la performance, entesa com una pràctica de resistència, ofereix a 
l’artista un espai ideal per la dematerialització de l'obra. Els seus treballs prenen elements de la cultura popular, els 
videojocs i internet per jugar amb la poètica de la tecnologia digital i la seva influència sobre el cos. L'aspecte 
musical, present al llarg de la seva carrera artística, conflueix amb la seva recerca sobre l'espai, tan físic com social, i 
la seva indissociable relació amb el cos polític. Així, Bernstrup investiga la tirania de la imatge, utilitzada com a 
tecnologia de control i repressió, i la subverteix per desnaturalitzar la diferència sexual, i al mateix temps capgirar 
les convencions i codis socials dominants. 

 

 

La obra de Tobias Bernstrup utiliza el cuerpo como elemento principal de expresión contribuyendo a su redefinición 
crítica y presentando identidades mutadas e híbridas. El uso de la performance, entendida como una práctica de 
resistencia, ofrece al artista un terreno ideal para la desmaterialización de la obra. Sus trabajos toman elementos 
de la cultura popular, los videojuegos e internet para jugar con la poética de la tecnología digital y su influencia 
sobre el cuerpo. El aspecto musical, presente a lo largo de su carrera artística, confluye con su investigación del 
espacio, tan físico como social, y su indisoluble relación con el cuerpo político. Así, Bernstrup investiga la tiranía de 
la imagen, utilizada como tecnología de control y represión, y la subvierte para desnaturalizar la diferencia sexual y 
al mismo tiempo dar un vuelco a las convenciones y los códigos sociales dominantes. 

 

 

Tobias Bernstrup uses his body as a main medium that contributes to critical redefinition and showing muted and 
hybrid identities. By performing, understanding performance as a practice of resistance, the artists gets an ideal 
territory for the work's dematerialization. His works takes elements of folklore, videogames and internet to play 
with digital technology's poetics and its influence over the body. Throughout his career the musical aspect 
confluences with the space investigation, physical and social, and its indissoluble relationship with the political 
body. Thus, Bernstrup investigates the tirany of the image, used as a technology for control and repression, and 
subverts it to denaturlize sexual difference and at the same time confronts the dominating conventions. 
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EXPOSICIONES INDIVIDUALES / SOLO SHOWS 

 

2017 
Museum Meltdown Revisited, in collaboration with Palle Torsson, Andréhn-Schiptjenko, Stockholm 
South Of Heaven, ADN Galeria, Barcelona 
 
2016 
South Of Heaven, Galleri Underlandet, Kulturhuset, Stockholm 
 
2015 
Romanticism, Sigtuna Museum 
South Of Heaven, Ängelholms Flygmuseum 
South Of Heaven Mk.II, Konsthallen Bohusläns museum, Uddevalla 

 

2014 
South Of Heaven, Andréhn-Schiptjenko, Stockholm 

 

2012 
Sing My Body Electric, Uppsala Art Museum, curated by Elisabeth Fagerstedt 
 
2010 
Body 5 arrives, ADN Galeria, Barcelona 
Almost Human, Gothenburg Art Museum, curated by Johan Sjöström 
Almost Human, Andréhn-Schiptjenko, Stockholm 

 

2009 
Performance at MADRE Museum, Naples, curated by Adriana Rispoli & Eugenio Viola 

 

2008 
Performance at Feinkost, Berlin 

 

2007 
YAMA, Hotel Marmara Istanbul, curated by Mark Aerial Waller 
The Hall, Istanbul, curated by Derya Demir 
Mantis City, White Project Arte Contemporanea, Pescara 
Enemies of the Earth, ADN Galeria, Barcelona 

 

2006 
Mantis City, Shanghai Duolun MoMA 
Killing Spree, Artium DA2, Salamanca 
Killing Spree, Performance, Stockholm, presented by Andrehn-Schiptjenko 
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2005 
Killing Spree, Performance & CD-Release, La Paloma / LOOP-Barcelona 2005, ADN Galeria 
Killing Spree, Performance & CD-Release, Zwinger Bar, organized by Kunsthalle Nürnberg 
Performance at Rothko NYC 

 

2004 
Art Basel Miami Beach, Art Positions, Andrehn-Schiptjenko 
Performance at Centre d'art contemporaine, Geneva 
 

2003 
Galeria Sogospatty, Rome 

Performance at Area, organized by Museum fur Gegenwartskunst, Basel 
Animate Me No.2, Museum fur Gegenwartskunst, Basel 

 

2002 
Artissima, Present Future, Cosmic Galerie, Turin 
Nekropolis, Palais de Tokyo, Paris 
Re-Animate Me, Performance/CD-release, Färgfabriken, Stockholm 
In the dead of night, Moniquemeloche, Chicago 

 

2001 
Performance, Sparwasser HQ, Berlin 

 

2000 
Performance, Bukowskis, Stockholm 

 

1999 
Super Twins, Galleri Axel Mörner, Stockholm. 
Museum Meltdown, Moderna Museet, Stockholm (with Palle Torsson) 

 

1998 
Galleri Mejan, Stockholm 
Dancing Boulevard Café Symphony, Galleri FC, Malmö 

 

1996 
Galleri Moment, Ängelholm 

 

1995 
Lovely Me, Station Skelderhus Magasinet, Munka Ljungby 
Electric Boogie, Gallery TRE, Stockholm 
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EXPOSICIONES COLECTIVAS / GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
 
2019 
Nordic Contemporary Art Collection - NoCo, Kristianstad Konsthall, Kristianstad 
 
2018 
Untitled Art Fair, ADN Galeria, Miami Beach 
 
2017 
Nordic Contemporary Art Collection - NoCo, Vestfossen 
 
2016 
Manifesta 11, Performance, Zürich 
 
2015 
Death & Beauty, KUMU Art Museum of Estonia  
Chercher Le Garçon, Musée d'Art Contemporain du Val-de-Marne 
Art Basel Hong Kong Film Section 
 
2013 
No Temple, The Breeder Gallery Athens 
Where Dreams Cross, Färgfabriken Stockholm in collaboration with Johan Wik 
Armory Show, New York, Andréhn-Schiptjenko 
 
2012 
Battleground States, Utah Museum of Contemporary Art, Salt Lake City 
Musique Plastique, Agnès B Gallery New York 
Friktioner Performance Festival, Uppsala 
 
2011 
Revólver, Casino Metropolitano, Mexico City 
You Are Free Kunsthalle Exnergasse, Vienna 
Intervalli, Palazzo Mezzopreti, a Montepagano Roseto degli Abruzzi 
Musique Plastique, Agnès B Gallery Paris 
Stockholm Diaries, Steen & Strøm Magasin, Oslo 
Market Stockholm, Andréhn-Schiptjenko 
 
2010 
12th Cairo Biennale 
Fame Family Vaudeville, Darb, Cairo 
Home & Origin, Bukowskis, Stockholm 
New Gravity/Interesting Thing, National Centre for Contemporary Art, Moscow 
No Soul For Sale, Tate Modern, London 
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2009 
Narcotica, Forgotten Bar Project, New York 
Embassy of Piracy, Internet Pavilion, Collateral Events at the Venice Biennale 
Northwave, Overview of Video Art in The Nordic Countries, Venice 
Forgotten Bar Project, ALP Gallery, Stockholm 
 
2008 
Crossing, Centro de l'Arte Contemporanea, Prato 
Avatar, Australian Center of Photography, Paddington 
The Pratice of Everyday Life, Feinkost, Berlin 
Try Again, La Casa Encendida, Madrid 
Eastern Standard Western Artists in China, MASS MoCA, Massachusetts 
Pop! goes the weasel, Badischer Kunstverein, Karlsruhe 
 
2007 
Acceleration, CAN / Karting, Neuchatel, Switzerland 
+Insects, Centre d'art la Panera, Lleida, Spain 
Art Feminism, Gothenburg Art Museum 
Meme: Romanticism, EFA Galery, New York 
Switch on the Power!, Centro Cultural Montehermoso, Vitoria 
 
2006 
Switch on the Power!, CAAM, Las Palmas 
Art Feminism, Liljevalchs, Stockholm 
Switch on the Power!, MARCO, Vigo 
 
2005 
Trouble with Fantasy, Kunsthalle Nurnberg 
Art Feminism, Dunkers Kulturhus, Helsingborg 
Culture as Play, Microwave International Media Art, Hong Kong 
Future for cities, Nancy 2005, Le temps de lumieres 
Armory Show, Andrehn-Schiptjenko 
 
2004 
Version 2004, Centre pour l'image contemporaine, Geneva 
I need You, Kunsthalle, Biel. (with Palle Torsson) 
Live, Palais de Tokyo 
Another Zero, GAMeC, Bergamo 
 
2003 
Fantastic Prophecy, BAK, Utrecth 
Attack!, Wien Kunsthalle, Wien, in collaboration with Palle Torsson 
Phantom of Desire, Neue Galerie am Landesmuseum Joanneum  
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2002 
Busan Biennale, Metropolitan Art Musem, Busan 
Game Over City, FRAC Champagne/Ardenne, Reims 
On the top of the world, Gio' Marconi, Milan 
 
2001 
9th Biennale of moving images, Centre pour l'image contemporain, Geneva 
Tirana Biennale, Albania, organised by Giancarlo Politi 
Disco, Arena Gallery, Chicago 
 
2000 
And She Will Have Your Eyes... Galerie Analix Forever, Geneva 
Organising Freedom, Charlottenborg, Copenhagen 
Teleport Diner, In collaboration with Creative Time, Chelsea Active Worlds and Färgfabriken Stockholm 
Shoot, Moving Images by Artists, Malmö Konsthall 
 
1999 
Blick, Moderna Museet, Stockholm 
 
1998 
7th Muestra international de performance Ex-Teresa Arte Actual, Mexico City 
Swedish Mess Arkipelag, Nordiska Museet, Stockholm  
Pakkhus, Momentum, Moss 
 
1997 
Performance Festival, Odense 
The Male of The Species MUU Gallery, Helsinki (with Palle Torsson) 
Funny vs Bizarre, The Contemporary Art Centre of Vilnius and Art Hall of Riga (with Palle Torsson)  
Smart Show Goes To Sea, Gallery TRE, Stockholm-Helsinki 
Projekt III, Gallery TRE, Stockholm 
 
1996 
The Scream Arken, Museum of Modern Art, Copenhagen (with Palle Torsson) 
Electronic Undercurrents Statens Museum For Kunst, Copenhagen 
Breaking Eyes Färgfabriken, Stockholm 
Artgenda, Oksnehallen, Copenhagen 
 
1995 
Oslo-One Night Stand, Kunstnerernes Hus (with Lova Hamilton) 
Re-View Gallery TRE, Stockholm 
Stockholm Art Fair 
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 DISCOGRAFÍA / DISCOGRAPHY 
 
2018, "Technophobic" LP, CD, Digital, Nadanna/Tonight Records.  
2017, "Utopia" 12", DiscoModernism.  
2015, "Romanticism" LP+12" and CD, Gooiland Elektro/Tonight Records.  
2013, "Destruction" 12" EP, Gooiland Elektro/Enfant Terrible.  
2012, "Sing My Body Electric" CD/LP/MC, Other Voices Records.  
2011, "Strangeland" with Martial Canterel, 7" vinyl single, Mannequin Records.  
2011, "Fat Boy" with Saralunden, vinyl 12" EP, Enfant Terrible. 
2010, "1984", vinyl 12" EP, Enfant Terrible. 
2009, "Hitman", mp3 single, Black Leather Records, BLR-018. 
2008, "Midnight Blue", 12" Vinyl single, Falco Invernale Records, FIR-001. 
2008, "The Wierd Compilation vol.II: Analogue Electronic Music 2008", Wierd Records. 
2007, "Neon Love", 12" Vinyl single. 
2007, "Neon Love", collector's Edition", 12" Vinyl single (edition of 100). 
2007, "Enemies of The Earth" CD-single multiple, North Drive Press #4. 
2006, "Wierd Compilation 1", Wierd Records, VR-001. 
2005, "Killing Spree", Audio CD, Produced by Kunsthalle Nürnberg. 
2005, "SUV", mp3 single. 
2003, "Ventisette", Italian version, 12" Vinyl single. 
2003, "Ventisette", collector's Edition", 12" Vinyl single (edition of 100). 
2002, "Re-Animate Me", Audio CD, Produced by Färgfabriken. 
2002, "27 remix", 12" Vinyl single (edition of 500). 
2002, "27 collector's Edition", 12" Vinyl single (edition of 100). 
1998, "Images of Love", Audio CD (edition of 20). 
1997, "The Heat of the Night", Audio CD (edition of 25). 
 
 
 
COLECCIONES / COLLECTIONS 
 
FRAC, Champagne/Ardenne, Reims, France 
NoCO, Nordic Art Collection 
Moderna Museet Stockholm 
Malmö Museer 
Bonnierhuset, Stockholm  
Helsingborgs Konstmuseum 
Statens konstråd  
Ängelholms Kulturnämnd 
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Almost Human. Tobias Bernstrup 
Gothenburg Museum of Art: Göteborg, 2010. 
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