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Adrian Melis
Time to relax
From September 26th to November 30th, 2013
Opening: thursday 26th of September, 2013 at 7 .30 pm.
In its second solo show in Barcelona, Adrian Melis presents at Adn Gallery: Time to relax. Instead of focusing
its research in the imposed socio political frameworks existing in Cuba as he did in his first exhibition, the
artist confronts here the Spanish contemporary situation centring his attention in the dichotomy of
concepts such as presence / absence, voice / silence, leisure / claims, political discourse / social reality.
Throughout the six proposals [Ovation (2013); Replacement Points (2013); Light off (2013); Time to relax
(2013); Moments that shaped the world – Primavera Sound (2012) and The best effort (2013)] that can be
seen in the gallery, the artist suggests new ways of looking at present problems from a subtitle and poetical
angle. It is no longer a matter of examining the grey areas of the system nor pointing out the parallel
activities that can be produced to escape the control, the Cuban artist brings in Time to relax the subject to
the foreground. Thus, the subjectivity of the witness becomes the leitmotiv and essential tool to read the
exhibition; Adrian Melis gives voice to different collaborators yet not visible in the projects they exist behind
the photographs and installations.
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"Ovation" (2013) – is an on-going video loop which assembles images of the Spanish Parliament since the
spring of democracy in the 70s. All the selected scenes show images of deputies applauding. This work
allegorizes a system that seems to be distant from social reality: it elucidates a ritual of celebrating the
passing of laws that are to be derogated upon an eventual change of government, in an everlasting
confrontation that has nothing to do with the needs of the people represented by politicians.

"Replacement points" (2013) - In the twenty photographs of the series Replacement points, Melis highlights
the tension between presence and absence, voice and silence related to contemporary political and social
events. The images taken in the city of Barcelona and its suburbs show freshly painted walls hiding phrases
of social protest previously written on. These phrases appear below the photographs, in the form of
subtitles that decode neutral images.
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Light off (2013): an arrangement of four transparent cubes which are lit internally by coloured lights
changing at irregular intervals from green, to red an then to blue. Visitors are invited to take a seat. The
lights are connected to a website created by Melis which it –self is connected to the Spanish stock market
index, IBEX 35. Via the website's connection to the stock exchange the green light signals that the index is
rising, the red light indicates the fall, the blue light indicates periods of stability.

Time to relax (2013) The photographic series consists of sixteen shots taken from homes expropriated by
banks in Spain in the last two years. Melis depicts views from windows, balconies, terraces which don’t
belong anymore to their owners: sky views, trees, antennas, walls and buildings compose a mosaic of lost
intimacy and daydreaming. Each shot is post-produced incorporating the date of eviction and the name of
the bank owner of the rather poor real estate.

Moments that shaped the world – Primavera Sound" (File II) (2012) – juxtaposes images from a popular music
festival in the city of Barcelona and the audio archive of the manifestations and street protests of the M-15
movement, which marked the most recent socio-political events.
For the installation The best effort (2013), the artist initiated four advertising campaign in Spain for few jobs.
The incoming calls of job-seekers are redirected to one of the telephones that is installed in the exhibition
space at Adn Gallery. Each advertising is connected with one of the four telephones displayed at the gallery.
At the same time, each telephone is connected to one speech of the four Spain’s prime ministers: Felipe
González, José María Aznar, José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero and Mariano Rajoy. Every time someone calls
regarding these jobs and depending on the add one of the audios is activated and can be heard at the
exhibition room. All of them are optimistic and positive speeches about the Spanish growth and the creation
of multiple jobs, the progress and increase of Spanish economy as well as the development of the country.
While the ringing phone itself is ignored and not picked up, the four Spain’s primer minister’s speeches are
replayed repeatedly, making visible the gap between the realities of the working world in the
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country and the dynamics of contemporary politics.

Time to relax portraits Adrian Melis as an artist willing to explore social anthropology who ultimately is
transformed into an ethnographer and even accomplice in the manner Miguel Ángel Sánchez (director of
And Gallery) suggests in the catalogue incipit: Adrian Melis – The value of absence a co-production by Adn
Galeria and the Cultural Institute of the Council of Barcelona:
The artists’ implication has to deal with the social problems which still emerge in unfair specific situations, even if they take
a diffuse or elusive form in order to be immerse in what Hal Foster identified in the middle of the 90s as a “cultural expanded
field”. It is precisely in this cultural expanded field, horizontal, synchronic and social where the American thinker places his
“artists as ethnographer”. This paradigm instrumentalises the sociologic mapping looking mainly for the efficacy of the
denounce. However as we know, after so much time thinking about the social and political role of art, the enunciation of
hegemonic tools is not always effective per se. “From one side, the comprehension itself can hardly transform consciousness
and situations. Exploited do not need to be explained the laws of exploitation. It is not the comprehension of the status of
existing things which fosters submission, but the absence of the positive stimulus for a capacity of transformation” as says
Jacques Rancière and I absolutely agree. *

The task of the “Artist as an Accomplice” is to enable this space, generating positivism, redistribution of
visibility and confidence. Mapping a context and unmask the dynamics of the oppression is not enough. It
seems that in current times, many artists follow this attitude and contribute to the community in an active
way. Indeed, it is in this paradigm of effectiveness where the potential of Adrian Melis’s projects lies.
*Jacques Rancière, The Politics of Aesthetics.

Information::
ADRIAN MELIS time to relax
Opening Thursday 26th of September , 2013 at 7.30 pm.
Exhibition from September 26th to November 30th, 2013
Opening hours to the public :
Tuesday to Friday from 10 am to 2 pm and from 4 to 8 p.m.
Saturday from 11 am to 2 pm and from 5 pm to 8.30 p.m.
Press contact :
Claudia Segura
info@adngaleria.com
t. +34 93 451 0064
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ADRIAN MELIS SOSA 1985. C. Habana, Cuba
Formación / Studies
2013-2015 Granted with the scholarship for the Rijksakademie, Amsterdam, Holland.
2007-2009 Graduated from la Cátedra de Arte Conducta, dirigida por Tania Bruguera, I.S.A., La Habana, Cuba.
2005-2010 Graduated from Instituto Superior de Arte (I.S.A.), La Habana, Cuba.
2000-2004 Graduated from Academia de Bellas Artes “San Alejandro” La Habana, Cuba.
Exposiciones individuales/Solo shows
2013
Time to relax, Adn Galería, Barcelona, Spain.
The Value of Absence, Kunsthalle, Basel, Switzerland.
2012
Stock, MAS- Museo de Arte Moderno y Contemporáneo de Santander, Santander, Spain
Nuevas estructuras de producción, ADN Galería, Barcelona, Spain
Exposiciones colectivas/ Group shows
2013
Diversionismo ideológico, curated by Wendy Navarro, Galería Nuble, Santander, Spain
Jetztzeit, Centre d´art la Panera, Lleida, Spain
In the heart of the country, The Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw, Poland
Volta 9, Basel, ADN Galería, Switzerland
Art Brussels, ADN Galería, Brussels, Belgium
Arte ÚtilLab, Queens Museum of Art, New York, U.S.A.
ARCO Madrid, ADN Galería, Madrid, Spain
EspaiDos, Terrasa, Spain
Premi Ciutat de Palma Antoni Gelabert d'Arts Visuals 2012, Casal Solleric, Fundació Palma, Espai d´Art, Palma
de Mallorca, Spain.
2012
Fuck Off o pá la pinga con todo, off program from the Bienal de la Habana, La Habana, Cuba.
Arte40 Prize, selected artists. C arte C, Complutense Art Centre, Madrid Complutense University, Madrid,
Spain.
2011
Arte Útil, comisariado por Tania Bruguera y DEMOCRACIA, Off Limits, Madrid, Spain.
Experience Pommery #9 - La Fabrique sonore, Domaine Pommery, Reims, France.
Auditorium Moscow. A Sketch for a Public Space, Belie Palaty, Prechistenka 1, Moscow, Russia
Somewhere Else, curated by Direlia Lazo, galeria Noguerasblanchard, Barcelona, Spain
LOOP, ADN Galeria, Barcelona, Spain
Swab, ADN Galeria, Barcelona, Spain
How To Work (More for) Less, Kunsthalle Basel, Basel, Switzerland
How To Work, Kunsthalle Basel, Basel, Switzerland
Temor y deseo de ser devorados, Bòlit, Centre d’art Contemporani de Girona, Spain
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2010
XXXI Bienal de Pontevedra, Universidad de Vigo, Spain
Urban Research, Festival Directors Lounge, Berlin, Germany
II.Festival Internacional Cine Cubano de Múnich, Munich, Germany
2009
Residencias Batiscafo, Centro de Desarrollo de las Artes Visuales, C. Habana, Cuba
Per Diem, Betonsalon, Paris, France
Atmósfera, Teatro Bertold Brecht, La Habana, Cuba
Factoría Habana, 10 bienal de La Habana, La Factoría, Cuba
Evento teórico, 10 bienal de La Habana, I.S.A., Cuba
Arte, salud y sociedad,10 bienal de La Habana, Hospital psiquiátrico de La Habana, Cuba
Estado de excepción, 10 biennial de La Habana, Galería Habana, Cuba
Octava muestra de nuevos realizadores, ICAIC, La Habana, Cuba
Presentación de audiovisuales, Universidad Nacional de Córdoba, Argentina
Video experimental y video arte: Artistas de Cuba, Museo de Antioquia. Medellin, Colombia
7mo Festival Internacional de Cine Pobre de Humberto Solas, Gibara, Holguín, Cuba
Salud Mental, Hospital psiquiátrico, Ciudad de la Habana. Cuba
8va Muestra de Jóvenes Realizadores, ICAIC, Ciudad de la Habana. Cuba
Salón de arte contemporáneo, Centro de Desarrollo, Ciudad de la Habana. Cuba
2008
Curadores go home, Espacio Aglutinador, Ciudad de la Habana. Cuba
Inventarios, Fundación Ludwig de Cuba, Ciudad de la Habana, Cuba
Le Fresnoy Habana Remix, Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes, Ciudad de la Habana. Cuba
7ma Muestra de Jóvenes Realizadores, Ciudad de la Habana. Cuba
Tour, Madrid, Spain
El Reparto, galería Ciudades del Mundo, Ciudad de la Habana, Cuba
2007
Movimientos socialistas, Bienal de Beijing, Beijing, China
Inventario, Fundación Ludwing de Cuba, Ciudad de la Habana. Cuba
3ra Muestra de audiovisuales, Visitaciones al héroe, variaciones de la duda, Sala Zero, Alianza Francesa, Ciudad
Habana. Cuba
2da Muestra de audiovisuales, Sala Zero, Alianza Francesa, Ciudad de la Habana, Cuba
Presentación del proyecto Bueno, Bonito y Barato en “CLOSE-UP”, DF, México.
Ni a favor ni en contra, Facultad de artes y Letras, Ciudad de la Habana. Cuba
Rescribible, Taller Arte de Conducta, Ciudad de la Habana. Cuba.
2006
Bueno, Bonito y Barato, Ciudad de la Habana. Cuba
Presentación en 9ª Bienal de la Habana, Taller Arte de Conducta, Casa de Tania Bruguera, Ciudad de la Habana.
Cuba
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Premios / Awards:
2013 Award ArtNou for the best exhibition in 2013 in a private gallery, Barcelona, Spain
2013 Award GAC for the best exhibition in 2012 in a private gallery, Barcelona, Spain
2006 “Bueno, Bonito y barato” awarded by Spanish Agency for International Cooperation, Spanish Embassy in
Cuba.
Talleres / Workshops:
2004- 2006 Taller de Arte de Conducta withTania Bruguera.

Selección de Colecciones / Selected Collections:
MAS Santander (Spain)
MACBA Barcelona (Spain)
Muzeum Sztuki Nowoczesnej – Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw (Poland)
Collection Lemaître (France) Collection A. De Galbert (France)
Collection Los Bragales (Spain)
Collection Teixeira de Freitas (Portugal)

